Running Head: ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION		1
Running Head: ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION		5



Illegal Immigration
Abstract
Illegal immigration is one of the controversial topics that elicit varying opinions among scholars (Hoekstra, and Orozco-Aleman, 2017). It is, therefore, essential to look at significant issues that are related to illegal migration. This research uses qualitative research method by using the United States as a case study. It analyzed scholarly works previously handled concerning illegal immigration. Besides, the paper analyses data that was collected by the use of survey methods by expressing statistical presentations about unlawful migration in the United States. The objective of this paper is to determine the extent to which immigration has affected the economic, political, and social life of people of the host country. It also explores the various motivation factors that influence people to be illegal immigrants.
Moreover, it explores how various government policies and legal issues have affected illegal immigrants' life. The paper concludes that the immigration issue has both political and economic implications. It is, therefore, crucial for informed decisions to be made to tame its trend. The research also found that political and legal decisions can significantly determine the direction followed by the immigration pattern. Nonetheless, in making a decision that touches on the immigrant's life, it is essential to ensure human rights and life is protected (Chassamboulli, and Peri, 2015). The research also studied the numerous modes used by migrants to live in a foreign country illegally. These include but not limited to forgery of documents, continuing living in a country even after the expiry of travel documents. The study also focused on the numerous challenges faced by immigrants. Moreover, it explores the motivating factors that influence an individual to acquire foreign citizenship illegally.	Comment by Maggie: Very detailed and comprehensive abstract! 


Introduction 
 Economic and political aspects in developing countries have forced numerous people to migrate to developed countries to look for employment, better education, seek improved medical attention, and enjoy high technological advancement, usually available in developed countries, (Macías-Rojas 2018). However, it is not easy to get accreditation to migrate to any country. Rigorous formalities have to be followed, which consume not only much time but also require a considerable amount of resources, which are generally limited in the developing world's residents. The negative effect of immigration is a rise population, which increases competition for limited resources, increased pollution, and an upsurge in crime rate.	Comment by Maggie: No need for a comma before the in-text citation. 
Consequently, a country's ability to control its borders is a significant aspect in determining its economic and security perspective. It is, therefore, necessary for a country to be able to control the movement in and out of it. Measures have been put to identify potential illegal immigrants before they enter into the states or identify those who have already successfully illegally migrated. The success of such initiative is primarily determined by the state's use of technology, interagency department, and severance in points of entry. However, through the use of unfair means, the migrants always find a way of getting admission. 
In the past decades, the level of illegal immigration into the United States has raised exponentially raising concern over the country's ability to control its borders.  According to Orrenius and Coronado (2017), the level of immigrants has increased by more than double from five million to almost twelve millions people. The drastic rise in the number of immigrants has forced congress to tighten rules that govern the immigration of people into the United States. One of the legislation concerned the control of the boundary between Mexico and the U.S. The border is one of the most significant entry points for illegal immigrants. Besides, these laws were also tightened to reduce the rate of illegal immigrants to justify their acts.	Comment by Maggie: A very thorough introduction. Unsure if your professor requested a thesis within this since there is one more intro, but I do not see a thesis statement. 

Literature Review
Research Methodology 
Several research papers have been written about immigration. Reviewing such information is vital in understanding the extent to which the topic has been studied. The study helps in identifying a gap that exists in the research, which guided the scope of the study.  This research uses qualitative research method by using the United States as a case study. It analyzed scholarly works previously handled concerning illegal immigration. Besides, data was collected by the use of survey methods which helped in expressing statistical presentations about unlawful migration in the United States.	Comment by Maggie: Try to find a replacement for this word. It sounds dismissive when you are trying to explain the extent of this research. Try “Along with this…” or “Data was also collected…” 
Introduction 
One of the critical topics of discussion in the United States is the labour market and the effect of illegal immigrants (Orrenius, and Coronado, 2017). With the current number of immigrants rising above ten million and constant effort by the U.S president's relentless effort to rationalize the immigration department, probably, the amount will drastically fall. These immigrants are distributed in various sectors of the economy, such as construction, public service, heavy machinery industries, and the transport industry, as well as the service industry. However, some skilled labour can be found in offices, hospitals, and other sectors where their skills are applicable. 	Comment by Maggie: I would add “service industry,” into the list itself instead of making it an extension. It throws off the flow of the list. 
The study of illegal immigration has widely been studied. However, a few types of research focus on the economic effect of this aspect. The great importance of such a study is essential in guiding in making legislations and laws governing the transitional period when the federal government wants to get tough on the illegal immigrants. The move by the government to expel unlawful immigrants has far-reaching effects on the economic wellbeing of the states. Numerous sectors depend much on the labour that is provided by the immigrants. 	Comment by Maggie: Take out one study, this sounds redundant. 
“Illegal Immigration has been widely studied.” 
There have been numerous researches done in other countries such as Greece, Russia, and the Netherlands which could be relevant in determining the economic effects of the immigrants in the economy of the U.S. (Hoekstra, and Orozco-Aleman, 2017).    studied the impact of an illegal immigrant in the micro economy. He found that small enterprises prefer employing people without following the due process and thus avoid paying taxes, which leads to the state losing revenue. However, the business reduces its expenses, and therefore it is likely to flourish. The illegal workers were also found to like short term jobs usually found in the agricultural sector, service industry, and public service. The Orrenius, and Coronado, (2017), suggested action to be taken to reduce the need for flexible workers and increase fine charged to those who employ illegal workers to reverse the trend,	Comment by Maggie: Missing citation here?	Comment by Maggie: The ending paragraph is jam packed with citations. Try to loosen it up a little and make it easier on the reader by adding some of your own words/transitions between them. 	Comment by Maggie: Again, I did not see a very clear thesis within this introduction. 

Legal Framework
Several laws govern the immigration of foreign citizens into the United States. Legally, one can live and work in the United States by obtaining an approved document recognizing one as a permanent resident or can opt to take a temporary visa (Wood, 2018). Others can win green cards that enable them to be known as Citizens. 
The green card has been applied by the residence of various countries to be considered as permanent U.S citizens. It was established by Hart-Celler, who introduced the Immigration Bill 1965. Beneficially are categorized into multiple subsets. They include refugees, particularly skilled persons, family-sponsored applicants, and employer-sponsored as well as marginalized countries. Those residing as illegal migrants are also given a slot to apply for the green card. 

Modes of Becoming an Illegal Immigrant
Hoekstra and Orozco-Aleman, 2017 studied various means that a person can become an illegal migrant. He studied a sample of two hundred illicit immigrants, and through the use of quantitative analyses, he used closed-end questionnaires to get the results. He came to the conclusion that most illegal immigrants entered the country through illegitimate means and settled in the country. Similarly, a substantial number of migrated as a student. After completing their studies and subsequent expiry of the visas, they continued living in the country without following the due process. They later joined the job market. Some have even married and are running their families. The research also found that a small number entered the country by using forged documents such as the medical condition to by-pass the country's tight security protocols. Others deceitfully got asylum or refugee status, after which they were allowed to stay united. 
Hoekstra and Orozco-Aleman (2017)   found that countries that were bordering each other experience border crossing from one state to the other without following the due processes. A good example is the United States and Mexican border that always saw illegal migrants in search of better jobs. However, it is estimated that about four thousand people have died while trying to cross the border by being suffocated, dehydrated, or emaciated in transport containers. Human trafficking is also a significant occurrence in which people are promised good jobs in foreign countries only to end up being sold (Nwosu, Batalova, and Auclair, 2014). They end up in foreign countries as illegal immigrants. 
A person can also be an illegal migrant when he or she is born in countries that do not allow children born by foreigners in such countries to get citizenship during birth automatically. Such children are considered as illegal immigrants unless they meet the requirements of the law. Examples of countries that do not accept citizens born in the country by foreign include France and Ireland. 
Effects of Illegal Immigration 
Palivos (2009) examined the welfare effects related to the illegal settlement to the host country, which has an equilibrium framework. He used qualitative analysis by subjective assessment of respondent's opinions and attitudes toward the topic. He found that the immigrants had beneficial effects on the economy of the host country.  He came up with two reasons to support his views. Firstly, his comparison of the limited production and the pay showed that the latter is lesser than the other. Secondly, the increases in immigration lead to an increase in optimal households.  He, however, noted an introduction of minimal wages reversed the above benefit by increasing competition between the locals and the immigrants. He, however, stated that illegal immigrants do not save their income in the host country and which leads to a loss of revenue from them. Similar findings were achieved by Meier, and Wenig, (1997).

Motives of the Illegal Immigrants 
Meier and Wenig (1997) and Woodland et al. (2006) found that illegal migrants are motivated by different circumstances. Poverty contributed to the most significant reason for immigration. The poverty in their home countries forces them to move in search of better economic opportunities generally available in the developed countries. Besides, due to the poverty level in developing countries, some citizens are unable to get adequate resources incurred for legal migration. Overpopulation increases the poverty level due to the competition of limited available resources. 	
	Other people may opt to illegally migrate to other countries to be united with people who live in the new country. Such include spouses, workmates, and family members. Additionally, some may become immigrants as a result of war, insecurity, and repression. Even though asylum seekers who are granted asylum may be allowed to settle in a foreign country permanently, those who are denied may end up being an illegal immigrant if they fail to leave the country. Finally, a large number of people especially may opt to travel abroad to seek a better education (Wood, 2018).
Challenges Facing Illegal Immigrants 
Due to the fear of being identified, most immigrants chose to maintain a low profile. Wood, 2018 articulates that this character makes them unable to enjoy basic amenities such as security, housing, and banking services. Subsequently, they end up being victims of human trafficking and slavery. Others may be smuggled into the target countries using concealed containers to get a job only to die while in transit or end up being slaves. Others may end up being sexually assaulted. 	Comment by Maggie: Remember to put the date in parentheses.  

President Trumps Illegal Immigrants Policies
President Trump's election has seen many illegal immigrants being chased out of the United States to protect the country borders. Policies introduced by the president and his administration saw a sadden change in the immigration trends. For instant, in 2017, the president signed an executive order which prohibited the movement of people from selected Muslim counties.  Several executive orders followed, which defined the countries suspended from entering the U.S. This move was ridiculed, forcing protest across some states. The court was also taken to court in which a lower court had declared such orders illegal. Subsequent appeals saw the court of appeal, allowing their execution pending the determination of the case. 	Comment by Maggie: Many of these facts are not necessarily common knowledge. Be sure you are citing all of the sources you retrieved your facts from. 
The president also gave an executive order intensifying United States-Mexico border security. He ordered the closure of the border by requesting an increase of the border patrol police by adding five thousand polices. Besides, he hired an additional ten thousand migration officials to deal with border security. The order intensified the amount of penalty that those who violated the rules would face. Most importantly, he ordered the construction of a wall along the border of the two countries.
Another policy established by Trump's administration includes zero tolerance. This policy was punitive in such a way that it legalized the separation of children from their parents who would be found guilty of illegal migration. It faced critics from local as well as international human life activists. Besides, international bodies such as the United Nations criticized the policy which saw it being dropped. The president has continuously made policies that make it hard for those seeking asylum in the U.S to be much difficult. This has faced critics from human life activists in defending the rights of those in distress, especially women and children.

Analysis
The results gathered through the use of the questionnaire indicated that illegal immigration in the United States started in 1986 after the Immigration Reform and Control Act was passed into law. It abolished the employment of unlawful immigrants and set severe punishment against those who violated the law. This time there were more than three million illegal immigrants from Mexico. The judge granted them amnesty. 	Comment by Maggie: Make sure you cite this source! Where did you get this questionnaire? 
The study also established that there had been a gradual rise in the number of illegal immigrants as the year progresses. A report from Chassamboulli and Peri (2015) indicates there has been a gradual rise in the number of illegal aliens from 1980s, as shown in table 1. The research also established that the highest number of migrants came from Mexico, accounting to about thirty per cent of the total immigrants present in the U.S. 

	Years
	1980
	1990
	2000
	2010

	Number of illegal Immigrants (in millions)
	2.18
	4.29
	4.29
	6.43


Table 1: Number of illegal immigrants from 1980 to 2000
 The gradual rise in the number of illegal immigrants into the U.S can be attributed to several increases in population in other countries such as Mexico, which leads to an increased level of poverty. People, therefore, had to move to other countries in search of better employment. Besides, the U.S. enjoyed advanced technology, which attracted the other nation to the U.S. 
However, the number of illegal immigrants drastically reduced during President Trump's presidential terms (Pierce, Bolter and Selee, 2018). The research found that this was attributed to the stringent policies that were imposed against illegal immigrants. Besides, the deportation of the illegal alien was intensified between 2016 and 2018. The total number of eviction was 240,255 and 256,085 in 2016 and 2018, respectively, (Chassamboulli, and Peri, 2015). 
From the response, almost all the respondents accepted that the number of illegal immigrants has significantly reduced during President Trump's administration. They agreed that President Trump's policies on illegal aliens have contributed to the decline in the number of such people. However, the plans have increased the number of detainees who are arrested trying to cross the border.  Besides, a significant number agreed that jobs had been created as a result of those who left leaving vacancies to be occupied by residents, (Pierce, Bolter and Selee, 2018). However, the employer complained that getting cheap labour has been hard, which has resulted in significant loss and economic hardship. 
The investigation of the number of illegal immigrants as a result of unlawful stay as a result of failure to renew their visas, inability to renew transit visas, unlawful entry, and failure to renew or leave after the expiry of the study period is finished investigated as shown in table 2.
	Reason for illegal migration
	Rating 

	Expiry of business visa 
	1

	Expire of employment or study contract
	1

	Expiry of shipment visa
	2

	Illegal entry 
	3

	Illegal refugee 
	4 


Table 2: Reason for illegal migration
The above data indicate that the highest number of residents as illegal immigrants was as a result of people overstaying after the expiry of their business visas and study or employment contracts expired.  On the contrary, illegal refugees contributed to the lowest number of immigrants.

Conclusion 
The paper concludes that the immigration issue has both political and economic implications. It is, therefore, essential for informed decisions to be made to tame its trend. The research also found that political and legal decisions can significantly determine the direction followed by the immigration pattern. However, in making such a decision, it is vital to ensure that human rights and lives are protected.	Comment by Maggie: What paper concludes? 
The finding of this research indicates that the migrants contribute enormously in building the economy as the immigrants usually get involved in various economic activities especially getting employed in different sectors of the economy such as construction, public service, heavy machinery industries, and transport industry as well as the service industry, (Hoekstra, and Orozco-Aleman, 2017). The research also found several modes used by immigrants to live in a foreign country illegally. These include but not limited to forgery of documents, continuing living in a country even after expiry of travel documents as well as seeking asylum. The study also focused on the numerous challenges faced by immigrants. Moreover, it explores the motivating factors that influence an individual to acquire foreign citizenship illegally.
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